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94 Boolf Notices. 

and tried, like any other scientific hypothesis, by its power of explaining 

the facts. In this there is no talk and no semblance of triads or triadic 

development, or of any species of dialectic. The method is simply that of 

ordinary, accredited science. 

Geo. S. Morris. 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Dec. 5, 1873. 



BOOK NOTICES. 

History of Philoaoohy from Thalea to the Present Tim.';. By Dr. Friedrich Ueber- 
we«\ lute Professor of Philosophy in the University ot Konig.-berg. Trans- 
lated from the fourth German Luition by Geo. b. Morris, A.M., Professor of 
Modern Languages in the University of Michigan, and Associate of the Victo- 
ria Institute, London.— Vol. II. History ot Modern Philosophy. With Addi- 
tions, &c. New York: Scribiur, Armstrong* Co. 1874. 

As our readers are already informed, this work constitutes the first of the 
Philosophical Division of the Theological and Philosophical Library, "A 
Series of Text-books, original and translated,, for Colleges and Theological • 
Seminaries, edited by Henry B. Smith, D.D., and Philip Schaff, D.D., Pro- 
fessors in the Union Theological Seminary, New York." It is a truly merito- ' 
rious undertaking, and deserves more than the mere approval of American 
students in Theology or Philosophy. The two volumes on the History of 
Philosophy now published should be in the library of every person inter- 
ested in the thoughts of the world's greatest thinkers. So complete a store- 
house of information as regards the history of Philosophy has never before 
been accessible in English. The work of Ueberweg is noted for its consci- 
entious accuracy and the minuteness of its bibliographical information. 
The translator, Professor Morris, has, in our judgment carried away the 
palm before all rival translators from German Philosophy. That his work 
is con amove we find evidence on every page. Plow thoroughly he has 
himself studied certain special systems of Philosophy is shown in his full 
account of the system of Trendelenburg which is added as an appendix to 
the brief paragraph of Ueberweg. Professor Morris has likewise diligently 
searched the English sources for information regarding any of the Philoso- 
phers, and has added under appropriate heads references to English trans- 
lations and commentaries which will prove of great service to the English 
reader. The "Appendix on English and American Philosophy, by Noah 
Porter, D.D., LL.D., President of Yale College, and the second appendix 
"On Italian Philosophy, by Viucciizo Botta, Ph.D., late Professor of Phi- 
losophy in the University of Turin," are elaborated in the spirit of Ueber- 
weg by thoroughly capable and equally fair-minded scholars. 

The readers of this Journal have had occasional glimpses of the great 
Philosophical activity in Italy. Dr. Botta is intimately acquainted with 
the whole; movement, and indeed has been an active participant in it. 
President Porter's account of American Philosophy is a contribution to a 
new subject. His treatment of it will, we trust, stimulate others to inves- 
tigate the same field. The reciprocal action of Theological and Metaphysi- 
cal thinking in this country is a theme that deserves exhaustive elaboration. 
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We know of nothing that would bo much help the cause of Philosophy in 
America. For it is the Theological Seminaries of this country and not the 
Colleges which make the professional thinkers. An indigenous philosophy 
here must originate in Theological soil. — We find an exquisite specimen of 
the dry humor of Dr. Porter in a foot-note to his account of Herbert Spen- 
cer's system. It runs thus : 

"The system of Spencer is still under criticism, and perhaps may not 
have been fully expounded by its author. Possibly it lias not yet been com- 
pletely developed. Should Spencer continue to devote to Philosophy his 
active energies for many years, it is not inconceivable that new associations 
may take possession of that physiological organization which he is accus- 
tomed to call himself, and perhaps be evolved into another system of first 
principles which may displace those which he has taught hitherto." 

Of the original power of speculative thought possessed by Ueberweg one 
cannot speak very highly. His critical remarks in this work are seldom of 
value, and, fortunately, few in number. An example of these which will 
give the reader an insight into his calibre as a thinker we will quote. It is 
a note relative 10 Kant's criteria for a priori knowledge. That Kant held 
universality and necessity to be sure signs of non-empirical cognition, he 
tells us is the fundamental mistake from which the whole critical system 
of Kant grew up. 

" The principle of gravitation which is strictly universal in its truth, and 
yet, as Kant admits, is derived from experience, is alone enough to refute 
him. The simpler the subject of a science, so much the more certain is the 
universal validity of its inductively-acquired principles ; so that from Arith- 
metic (quantity) to Geometry, Mechanics, &c, a gradation in the measure 
of certainty, and not, as Kant affirms, an absolute difference in universality, 
subsists. The empirical basis of Geometry is admitted b\ mathematicians 
of such weight as Riemann and Helmholtz." 

That the principle of gravitation is universal and necessary, in the Kan- 
tian use of these terms, is a supposition worthy of a place in Lewes's Bio- 
graphical History of Philosophy, but not of a place in a book emanating 
from Konigsberg and written by a Professor in the University that Kant 
honored by his long labors in Philosophy. 

A few typographical errors observed by us we omit to mention as they 
are corrected ere this in a new edition of the work. 

Boston Lectures, 1872. — Christianity and Scepticism: Embracing a Consideration 
of important traits of Christian Doctrine and Experience, and of the leading 
Facts in the Life of Christ. Boston : Congregational Publishing Society, 1873. 

The contents of this volume consist of nine lectures, forming the third 
course of " Boston Lectures." The first and fifth were delivered'by two of 
the ablest divines of the West — the former by Rev. Dr. Magoun of Iowa 
College, the latter by Rev. Dr. Post of St. Louis. The subject of the first 
lecture: "The Adjustment between the Natural Law of Progress and 
Christian Law." It exhibits the Christian Religion as a system not merely 
adapted to the wants of mankind, but as fundamentally necessary to the 
progress of the race. The topic of the fifth lecture is " The Incarnation." 
This volume seems to bring out the prominent doctrines of Christianity in 
a treatment at once popular and profound. 
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An Analysis of Schiller's Tragedy, Die Braut Von Messina, after Aristotle's 
Poetic : Being sin Inaugural Dissertation for obtaining the degree of Doctor 
of Philosophy, at the Georgia Augusta University in Uottiugen by Isaac 
Flagg (at present Professor in Cornell University). 

This essay is a fine example of the kind of oesthetic criticism which we 
need in our higher institutions of learning. The student must be shown 
the presuppositions of the ancient works of aft before he can form a true 
estimate of them or be genuinely affected by them. The discussion in this 
essay following the Aristotelian categories of the Poetics treats, I. The 
Complication, 1 (a) events within the action, (o) events outside the action; 
II. The Development,* (a) the discoveries, 3 (6) the revolution, 4 (c) the 
calamities. 6 

We suggest resolution or solution for the category " development" used 
by the author. 

The Rising Faith. By O. A. Bartol, author of '•Radical Problems." Boston: 
Roberts Brothers. 1874. 

The contents of this book include the following topics : The Seeker, The 
Seer, The Secret Power, Sincerity, Sex', Teaching, Training, Forms, Val- 
ues, Validity, Personality, Prayer, Unity, Survival, Signs, Ideas. 

In the chapter on Personality, our author says: "This is the curiosity of 
speculation, that a creature should, with its own, doubt its Author's con- 
sciousness." "Human unfolding is into personality evermore pronounced. 
Lost in Deity? The more we are absorbed the more we are found and find 
ourselves. The infant is confounded with other persons and things. But 
out of this baby imperfection is developed the character of Charlemagne, or 
Luther, reaching by differentiation its union with the Most High, as the root 
of a tree widens wi th its top." " You tell me God is not personal. From 
the nnconsoling statement how much do I learn? What else is He not? 
What more important quality can you eliminate? What is personality but 
the focus or burning-point where all the faculties meet, the concentration 
in which judgment and memory flame into genius, the grip wherein every 
ability is hurled to accomplishment ; the property whose scale, with each 
new degree is the measure of greatness?" 

There is nothing in this book that is not inspiring. It is the very atmo- 
sphere of hope and aspiration. Like the Cologne Cathedral, all its lines 
lead upward to the sky, and whatever is depressing or manifests gravitation 
is allowed to appear only in some subordinate shape — a pendant that seems 
to look earthward, but is prevented from reaching the floor by reason of the 
strong counter-impulse it receives from the roof which carries it upward. 

Life's Mystery. Philadelphia: Henry Longstreth. 1873. "From Old-fashioned 
Ethics and Common-sense Metaphysics. By William Thomas Thornton Mac 
Millan & Co. London." 

A discussion of the problem of evil in metre. 

Crimes of Passion and Grimes of Reflection. By J. B. Bittinger. 

Reprint from the Princeton Review for April, 1878. An able discussion.- 

The River of Life. A music book for Sunday Schools, &c. By H. 8. Perkins 
and VVm. M. Bentley. Boston: Oliver Ditson & Co. 1873. For sale by Balmer 
& Weber, St. Louis, Mo. 

Clarke's Dollar Instructor for the Reed Organ. By Wm. H. Clarke. Boston: 
Oliver Ditson & Co. For sale by Balmer & Weber, St. Louis, Mo. 
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